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What are indicators?

An indicator is a quantitative or qualitative information about the
current status or direction of change in a system. We use indicators
to guide and measure our progress towards goals.

Indicators summarize complex information of value to the observer.
Very often it is not a single indicator but rather a group of indicators
together that are required to correctly interpret whether progress
towards a goali is truly being made.

Sustainability Indicators are Indicators supporting Sustainability
Goals and Vision

Examples of Sustainability Indicators:
Community'’s Vision /Goal : Be more bicycle-friendly
Supporting Indicators: > Number of bicycle racks available
—> Miles of bicycle lanes
- % of people biking to work

Community’s Vision /Goal : Improve Water Quality —

Supporting Indicators: - Levels of pollutants in water Indicators showing Trends

- % of impervious surfaces in area
- % of homes using organic fertilizers
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What are Actionable Indicators?

Indicators themselves do not replace actions, but
they can become the catalysts that stimulate action

ACTION / IMPLEMENTATION
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in a community. Action-oriented indicators help :’I SUSI;AC',N:f;L'W E
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Actionable indicators should: \ —_—
— Raise citizen awareness of the indicator ‘\‘/ / [ \ \
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Connect indicators to a new action or a policy : ENVIRONMENT

Reveal new or formerly unknown information

Create progress

Community Indicators don’t just
monitor changes ... they help
make it happen!

Community Indicators Handbook
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Your Assignment : Think of your own indicators from each of these Theme Buckets

Our Tasks: Develop examples that fit the values and vision we heard from you today

Built Environment

Socio-Cultural Environment
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For more information, visit the project website at:
http://www.sustainable-dc.com/

Or contact your Ward 3 Community Planner:

Andrea Limauro
Andrea.Limauro@dc.gov

District of Columbia Office of Planning
2000 14th Street, NW, 4th Floor
Washington, DC 20009

P (202) 442-7605

F(202) 442-7638






